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IN HONOR OF MARANATHA 

BAPTIST CHURCH 

HON. WALTER B. JONES 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 25, 2013 

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take a moment to honor Maranatha Baptist 
Church in Jacksonville, North Carolina. 

This month, Maranatha Baptist Church will 
celebrate 30 years of faithful service to the 
Lord and to the citizens of Onslow County. 
The church especially has a heart to reach the 
servicemen and women in the area for Christ. 

The first members of Maranatha Baptist 
Church met in a small pawn shop under the 
leadership of Pastor Randy See. His work laid 
the foundation for the congregation to expand 
and move first to a piece of property on Anne 
Street and then to the church’s current loca-
tion on Onsville Drive. 

Following in the footsteps of Randy See, 
Pastors Don Jones, Chuck Lindley, and Jon 
McConkey have blessed Maranatha Baptist 
Church with their leadership over the course 
of the last three decades. Each of these men 
contributed uniquely to the growth of the 
church from its humble beginning to the well- 
known community that it has become. 

I am honored to represent Maranatha Bap-
tist Church, and I am pleased to have the con-
gregation and current Pastor Jon McConkey 
recognized by the United States Congress as 
they celebrate 30 years of service to Onslow 
County. 
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HONORING THE 2013 RECIPIENTS 
OF THE OWENS COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
OUTSTANDING SERVICE AWARDS 

HON. JIM JORDAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 25, 2013 

Mr. JORDAN. Mr. Speaker, the Owens 
Community College Alumni Association takes 
great pride in its annual Outstanding Service 
Awards celebration, now in its tenth year. The 
awards honor the selfless contributions of area 
police, fire, and emergency medical service 
professionals to our communities. I wanted to 
share the inspiring stories of two of my con-
stituents who will be recognized at this year’s 
ceremony. 

Last April, A.J. Green of Gibsonburg was a 
passenger on a bus traveling on the Ohio 
Turnpike. The bus collided with another vehi-
cle that had been involved in a multi-vehicle 
accident. It was subsequently hit by another 
vehicle unable to stop due to dark, rainy con-
ditions. The bus driver was knocked uncon-
scious and was trapped behind the steering 
wheel, which was rendered inoperable by the 
wreck. Together with another passenger, A.J., 
who serves with the Lindsey Volunteer Fire 
Department, took control of the bus and shut 
off the engine. He then guided the passengers 
to safety at a nearby travel plaza where they 
were attended by emergency personnel. 

A.J. has since coordinated a bus safety 
training day for area police, fire, and other 
emergency responders, turning this catas-
trophe into a learning experience. The asso-

ciation is presenting him with the 2013 Out-
standing Firefighter Award for his exceptional 
efforts. 

Keith Loreno, fire chief for the City of Fos-
toria, will be presented with the 2013 Out-
standing Service to Community Award. Chief 
Loreno’s three-decade career began with the 
Perkins Township Fire Department, where he 
served as a firefighter/emergency medical 
technician. Since then, he has worked as a 
corrections officer, a deputy sheriff, a top offi-
cial with the Division of the State Fire Marshal, 
and as owner of an ambulance service. 

Keith’s devotion to volunteerism is an exam-
ple to all who know him. A United Way board 
trustee, he has worked to ensure successful 
fundraising campaigns to aid vital community 
organizations. He also spearheads an annual 
clothing drive campaign and coordinates 
smoke-detector giveaway programs. His dedi-
cation to civic duty is further shown in his work 
with local students: Chief Loreno runs a Safety 
Town program for preschool children and co-
ordinates mock-crash events to teach teen-
agers about the dangers of drinking and driv-
ing. 

Mr. Speaker, this year’s Outstanding Serv-
ice Awards celebration will be held on Friday, 
April 26. I appreciate the opportunity to join 
the Owens Community College Alumni Asso-
ciation in recognizing the ongoing commitment 
and sacrifices of these first responders. 
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IN MEMORY OF CHIEF WARRANT 
OFFICER 2 JARETT YODER 

HON. PATRICK MEEHAN 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 25, 2013 

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today with 
my colleagues from Pennsylvania, the Honor-
able CHARLES W. DENT and the Honorable JIM 
GERLACH, for the solemn purpose of remem-
bering and honoring the life of Chief Warrant 
Officer 2 Jarett Yoder. On April 9, 2013, CW2 
Yoder was tragically killed while serving our 
country. CW2 Yoder was just 26 years old 
when his AH–64 Apache Helicopter crashed in 
Nangarhar Province Afghanistan. A Berks 
County, Pennsylvania native, CW2 Yoder was 
a 2005 graduate of Oley Valley High School in 
Oley, Pennsylvania and attended Reading 
Area Community College. 

CW2 Yoder joined the military in 2005, first 
serving in Company C of the 1st Battalion of 
the 111th Infantry of the Pennsylvania Na-
tional Guard as an infantryman. He was then 
deployed to Iraq in 2008 with Company C and 
the rest of the Guard’s 56th Stryker Brigade. 
In 2010, he then transitioned to the role of an 
aviation life support equipment officer and 
Apache pilot. 

CW2 Yoder was an exceptional Pennsylva-
nian and American who served his state and 
country with honor and great courage. His 
military decorations include the Army Com-
mendation Medal, Army Reserve Component 
Achievement Medal, Combat Infantryman 
Badge, and Driver and Mechanic Badge. 

We send our deepest condolences to CW2 
Yoder’s wife, Heather Garay-Yoder, and his 
parents, Gary and Diane Yoder. CW2 Yoder 
goes to his rest with the eternal thanks of a 
most grateful nation. 

HONORING COLONEL MARK C. 
GARDENER 

HON. PHIL GINGREY 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 25, 2013 

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Colonel Mark C. Gardener 
and to recognize his lifetime of service to our 
country. 

On June 28, Col. Gardener will retire from 
the Georgia National Guard after thirty years 
of sacrifice and service to this great nation. 

While he currently serves as the Georgia 
National Guard’s State Inspector General, he 
has worked in many different capacities. In 
1983, Col. Gardener’s first assignment was 
with U.S. Army Missile Command, and he has 
since been assigned to infantry, maintenance, 
and forward support duties across the world. 
His career has taken him to Korea, Panama, 
Afghanistan, Iraq, and several military installa-
tions here in the United States. 

For his distinguished leadership throughout 
his career, Col. Gardener has been awarded 
with decorations like the Legion of Merit with 
Oak Leaf Cluster, the Joint Service Com-
mendation Medal, the Meritorious Service 
Medal with six Oak Leaf Clusters, the Army 
Achievement Medal, the National Defense 
Service Medal, the Global War on Terrorism 
Expeditionary Medal, the Global War on Ter-
rorism Service Medal, the Korea Defense 
Service Medal, the Army Reserve Service 
Medal, the Parachutist Badge, and the Air As-
sault Badge. 

Col. Gardener has played an invaluable role 
in the U.S. Armed Forces for decades and he 
will surely be missed. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 11th District of 
Georgia, my deepest thanks to Col. Gardener 
for devoting his life the upholding the Constitu-
tion of the United States and to the protection 
of its citizens. I wish him a happy—and well– 
deserved—retirement. 
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CONGRATULATING THE AUXIL-
IARY OF THE JFK MEDICAL CEN-
TER FOUNDATION ON ITS 50TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 25, 2013 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the Auxiliary of the JFK Medical Center 
Foundation on the occasion of its 50th anni-
versary. Since 1962, the Auxiliary has pro-
vided critical fundraising for special projects 
and contributed countless hours of volunteer 
service that directly impact and improve the 
lives of patients served by JFK Medical Cen-
ter. Due to the remarkable efforts of the Auxil-
iary over a half-century of service, JFK Med-
ical Center has grown into a highly respected 
health care facility that provides clinical excel-
lence to the people of Edison Township, Mid-
dlesex County, and throughout Central New 
Jersey. 

The Auxiliary actually predates JFK Medical 
Center by five years. Indeed, the idea of build-
ing a hospital in Edison was little more than a 
dream of late Edison Mayor Anthony M. 
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